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IISc researcher predicted Nepal earthquake in 2012 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/150427/nation-current-affairs/article/iisc-researcher-predicted-nepal-earthquake-2012 

 

BENGALURU: Geo-physicists working in Himalayas and researchers from the Indian Institute of Science (IISc) in Bengaluru had in 

various reports warned that critical seismic zone around the Himalayan region could trigger earthquakes. A report published in 2012 

on earthquake probabilities, by the researchers from the Civil Engineering Department of IISc, had revealed that the major movement 

of earth’s plates could lead to earthquake in the region. Dr K Sreevalsa from IISc has stated that Nepal and other regions of 

Himalayas, including North Eastern states of India, would be prone to mega earthquake in the coming years.  
  

Dr Sreevalsa had even written to the Central Government and the National Disaster Management Authority 

(NDMA) officials suggesting various measures to cope with any eventuality. “I had suggested the NDMA and 

the government to be prepared with medical shelters, as there was possible energy accumulation due to seismic 

gap and could possibly lead to a mega earthquake,” Dr Sreevlasa said.  

  

“This is due to collision of earth plates in the Himalayan region, which is known as the youngest and still 

growing mountain range of the earth. The collision of Indian Plate (covering Himalayan region) and Eurasian 

Plate (covering China and Kazakhstan) is the main reason for the Saturday’s earthquake. The fact of mega 

earthquake was established on the speed (40-50 mm per year) of these plates, ranging 200 km wide and deep. If 

you look at the seismic map India the Himalayan and North Eastern region has been placed in Zone V - the 

highest vulnerability area when it comes to earthquake,” Professor T.G. Sitharam, under whose guidance the 

seismic report was prepared.  

  

He explained that it is not the earthquakes which creates disaster, but the buildings which fall under its impact 

that often leads to high death tolls. “We cannot predict the earthquakes well in advance, but in some parts of the 

world we have been able to recognise the P-waves (Primary Waves), but these waves can be felt just 20-30 

seconds before the earthquake, which is too less of a time to alert the masses. But once the P-waves are 

registered, we can ensure that nuclear power plants are shut and the dam gates opened, in case they are holding 

full water capacity. Hence in most the earthquakes we must depend on the mitigation measures,” Professor 

Sitharam explained.  

  

A.K. Shukla, former deputy director general and head of Earth Quake Risk Evaluation Centre, IMD, New 

Delhi, strongly recommended that the need of the hour was constructing earthquake resistant buildings and 

safeguarding the mountain slopes by maintaining green cover and not disturb them by damming and drilling. 

“The Earth constitutes of 10 major plates and two of them are very active in Himalayan region. Besides IISc 

several global models had predicted major earthquake in this region. Starting from Srinagar in Jammu and 

Kashmir to Guwahati in Assam, the Himalayan region falls under most vulnerable seismic zones of India and 

the local authorities must ensure the building codes are followed in these regions,” he suggested. 

 

 

 

 

http://www.deccanchronicle.com/150427/nation-current-affairs/article/iisc-researcher-predicted-nepal-earthquake-2012


Page 10 of 17 

 

New research facility to boost ocean technology  

Hindustan Times (Delhi) 

NEW DELHI: In an effort to boost ocean research and technology, the government on Saturday laid the 

foundation stone for the ocean research facility of Earth System Sciences Organisation - National Institute of 

Ocean Technology (ESSO- NIOT) near ocean front at Thupilipallam village near Nellore in Andhra Pradesh.  

Minister of Earth Sciences Dr Harsh Vardhan told HT: "This will go a long way in boosting ocean research. 

This facility at Nellore is expected to be the future hub of ocean technology in India.  

The research facility, to be established at a cost of over ` 250 crore will allow testing of various equipment and 

operations to be undertaken in actual sea conditions and would enable demonstration of its various technologies.  

The training facility near the Chittedu village is for software development for ocean data analysis and to provide 

training to the students in the ocean related R&D areas. A data centre is also proposed for analysis, data 

computation and interpretation of ocean data.  

The research facility itself would have several laboratories for carrying out prototype tests in a test pond to 

qualify the method and procedures of deep sea mining concept. Minerals like copper, cobalt, nickel and 

manganese can be extracted from such deep sea mining.  

Have Indian Companies stopped hiring from IIT-IIMs?  

http://jobs.siliconindia.com/career-news/-Have-Indian-Companies-stopped-hiring-from-IITIIMs-nid-

181913.html 

 

BANGALORE: IIT’s and IIM’s are seen as the premier institutes for higher education in India, and most 

multinational companies recruit talent from these colleges. 

 

Majority of these companies are successful, and using its hiring strategy for notoriety, this trend however, has 

created an invisible caste system in these companies. 

 

Today, it is no longer the case as companies ranging from FMCGs, telecom companies, consumer, financial 

services and technology companies, and start-ups too recruit heavily from other colleges. 

 

Also, the multinationals have lost their first right of refusal over IIT and IIM candidates, as Indian companies 

and startups are seen as just as, if not more, attractive as a long-term career destinations. 

 

While these institutes have contributed significantly to the Indian economy, the IIT-IIM glamour peaked in the 

mid-2000s and now their influence is waning. This is due to India’s explosive growth in the 1990’s and the 

supply of talent from these institutes just could not keep up with the demand. 

 

Other management and engineering schools also started making an impact around this time, causing companies 

to widen the net and look for talent in non-tier 1 colleges. 

 

The other criticism regarding IITs and IIMs is that these institutes produced people of the same mould. This 

worked well in the past as businesses were predictable, but in the age of disruptive business practices, creative 

minds with different perspectives are needed. 
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‘IITs facing staff shortage’ 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/karnataka/iits-facing-staff-shortage/article7145054.ece?ref=tpnews 

Though there are ample job opportunities in the field of teaching in our country, there is dearth of qualified and 

suitable candidates, Bapuji Institute of Engineering and Technology director Vrushabhendrappa has said. 

Speaking at the inaugural ceremony of a two-day symposium titled ‘Mech-I-Prix 2015’ here on Sunday, he said 

that over 70 per cent of teaching posts in all the IIT’s country were vacant due to non-availability of qualified 

candidates and many eminent scientists from our country had moved abroad in search of better opportunities. 

When the situation of IITs was so crucial, the government has sanctioned 10 more IITs and the authorities were 

looking for suitable sites to establish them. He insisted that the budding engineers should take up research in 

different engineering disciplines and get the Ph.D.’s, so that the IITs get qualified lecturers, he added. 
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Student jailed for hacking University of Birmingham 

computers to improve his grades  

http://www.independent.co.uk/news/uk/crime/student-jailed-for-hacking-university-of-birmingham-computers-

to-improve-his-grades-10203823.html 

A student who hacked into his university’s computer systems to improve his grades has been jailed for four 

months. 

Imran Uddin, 25, hid four key logging devices into computers at the University of Birmingham to steal staff 

logins, West Midlands Police said. 

He then used the information to access the grading system and change his marks. 

Uddin had been on course for a 2:2 in his biochemistry degree but fiddled his grades to reach what would have 

been a first. Imran Uddin was jailed for four months  

But his trick was discovered when a lecturer discovered one of the black, rectangular boxes inside a computer, 

secretly recording everything punched into the keyboard. 

An internal investigation was launched and uncovered three more - including one attached to a machine in a 

secure area of the campus meant to be only accessible to staff. 

Police were called and detectives from the Regional Cyber Crime Unit deciphered the data to realise that Uddin 

had been logging in using staff details to better his grades. 

Appearing at Birmingham Crown Court on Thursday, Uddin, of Chesterton Road in Balsall Heath, pleaded 

guilty to six offences under the Computer Misuse Act. Uddin admitted offences under the Computer Misuse Act 

at Birmingham Crown Court  

They related to unauthorised access to computer material, intent to commit further offences and impairing the 

operation of a computer. 

Detective Constable Mark Bird, from the Regional Cyber Crime Unit, said: "The audacity of Uddin to install 

not just one but four of these devices showed how determined he was to cheat his way to a better degree. 

"His false qualification could have seen him go on to research medical treatments. 

"The seriousness of his crimes were reflected in the four-month prison sentence he was handed at court." 
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